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APPENDIX to the Mirurzs 
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PO BN ms = 
Couxr-MaRTrAL. 


A ppointed to enqu ire into the Con- 


duct . R Ha Richard es 


r * 
q of the Ref of the G Martial. 


* a court- martial aſſembled on board 


— 


harbour, began the 28th of January 


ments to the 5th of February following, by order 
of the right hon. the lords commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty, bearing date the 28th of Novem- 
ber 1744. directing the court to enquire into 
the conduct and behaviour of captain Richard 
Norris, late in his majeſty's ſervice, and comman- 
der of his majeſty's i ip the Eſſex, on account of 
a letter ſent to their lordſhips from the ſaid capt, 
Richard Norris, complaining of falle aſperſions 
having been thrown on his character in regard 
to his conduct on the 11th of February laſt. 
Preſent, William Rowley, Ef sq vice-admiral 


of the blue ſquadron of his majeſty's fleet, and 
A 2 coma. 


* 


\ 


his majeſty's ſhip Torbay, in Mahon 
1744, and continued by adjourn- | 
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g 1 T's; | commander in ak 20 his . ſhips and 


; —. veſſels employee in the IVIEGIC fob 

—_ N 85 IE 2 r bre e ah | eee ed 

| „ 8 i * 1 * Prefident. | wa l { | 
55 Gaſcoigne, IN [Jams es ; 
Hen. Oſborne, atthew Ok. 
_ Thomas Fox,” _ | Robert Fett. 


Charles Watſon, © ICh. Wager Purvis, 
Thomas Cooper, Robert Maynard, 
| 'Hon. Geo. 2 [Richard Hu ghes, . 
Tn: noed, 1 Nichard Watkita 5 
Hon, Geo, Murray. 25 Richard de . 


Wilam Dilæ, Þ ohn Watkins 

Thomas Pye, -- Ius Rich. debe, 
John * John Wilſon, 
«gd Sean, Hon. Will: Far Al 


Being all 4417 foe: 
Tbe court proceeded, agreeable to the lords of 
the Admiralty's order bearing date the 28th of 
November 1744, to enquire into the enduct 
and behaviour of the ſaid captain Norra in the 
engagement between the En gliſn fleet, under the 
command of admiral Niatbevs, and the united 
| fleet of French and Spaniards in the Mediterra- 
nean, on the aforeſaid 11th Day of February 
laſt, and after having heard e Rowley's 
tetter to captain Norris, acquainting him he had 
received orders from the lords of the admiralty 
to enquire into his conduct and behaviour on the 
+1th day of February as aforeſaid ; as allo cap- 
tain Norris's letter to captain Hughes, deſiring 
he would call all his officers and ſhip's company 
together, to aſſe them if any of them had any 
| thing: to fay againſt 8 ann on the day of 


* 


* * k 
3 . 


[ 


tx 4. 


IP esd an farther, «letter dee! 
ation ah Rowley, bearing date the $th of Ja- 


nuary 1744. figned by Hugh Pulliſer firſt lev 

' tenant, Hamilton Gore third lieutenant, Joſeph - 
 Peytan fourth lieutenant, Joſeph Myers maſter, ER 
William Sutherland lieutenant - o marmes, - 


James Stewart maſter's mate, William W 


Alexander Chriftie, Anthony Stanley, hy Ty BILE 


| ner, Henry Coftabadie, Thomas Townley 
nathan Brown, midfhipmen, Thomas 


— to and George Ward Trimon, 5 I 4 


longing to his majeſty's ſhip Eſſex, offering to 


appear in regard to captain Norris's conduct and 


_ behaviour ag beforementioned ; as alſe, 3 letter 
from captain Norris, bearing date the 18th of 


January 1744, deſiring Mr. Jekyll ſecond lieu: 


- tenant of the Eſſex, may be ordered to appear 
at the court-martial, and a letter from mr. Je- 
Kyll of the fame date ; and further, an otder 


from admiral - Rowley to the ſaid lieutenant "Ihr. 


yl to attend at the court martial. 
The court ordered the faid lieutenant Je- 


Kyll to be called, and the preſident ordered the 


ge dre to {wear him, but he refuſed 

to be ſworn ; upon which every body was order- 
ed to withdraw. The court having debated within 
- themſelves whether they could oblige him to be 


| ſworn, it was the opinion of the court the 
could not oblige him to do it; and being called 
in a ſecond time, he was aſked it he would be 
| ſworn ; which he refuſing again he way 9 


to withdraw and attend. 
Then the court farther proceed to call in thoſe 


who had given in 155 depoſitions, Which being 


read and e , ined, eek thoſe perſons 
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95 taken before the vice: ju 


8 „ 1 2 7 
| « Brough ght b e Noris be bifore the court, 
1 1915 ſeyerally examined upon oath, by 
Norris and the court, and two depoſiti- 
udge of the admi- 
ralty at this port, and a letter delivered in by op | 
_ tain Norris in his own defence: ta 
The court thought proper to l —.— : 
Wile: Thomas Knowler and lieutenant. Hale — 
to attend the court, who being duly ſworn, were 
Alſo examined; and after mature deliberation 
upon the whole | a motion being made and ſecon- 
ded, that whereas - captain Richard Norris, late 


4. | commander of his majeſty” 8 ſhip. Eſſex, 1s. not 


in his majeſty's ſervice or pay, whether this 
court have any right or ought to determine the 
matter now before them, but tranſmit the whole 
proceedings of this enquiry to the right honou- 
rable the lords commiſtioners of the admiralty? 
It is therefore the opinion of the court, that the 
whole proceedings of this enquiry, ſhould be 
ſeat home to the right hon. "the lords commif- 


fioners of the n . and t wah ſhould 
come to no farther lution upon it, 
; William Rowley, 

5 IR. Maynard, 

en. Oſborn, . 1 | 
- Joſeph Lingen, J 
Charles Drummond, Willa im Bilk, 
Thomas Fox, _ | Thomas Pye, 
Charles Watſon, © John Lovett, 
. Coopet, 2 Ry, Ames Hodfall, 
_ Gearge Townſend, IX. Watkins, 
Edward Strange, & M. 5 L. Angle, 
FA | - | John Watkins, 

athew Mitchell, | G. R. Vanburgh, 
Robert Pett, John Wilſon, 
. W. Purvis, 1 William Farmor, 


1 Lee ee e 


3 4 5 3 1 RC 1 l . 5 > 55 1 mi ot 24 681 
| \INCE. admira Mathews 


to my conduct on the 11th.of February 


Have apply d to admiral Rowley for a court- 
al to enquire into that matter, but as I have 


cannot grant me that favour without their lord- 
ſhips order. | 
yeirs 1 have ka the honour to 


In the ſewy 


happily fallen into my way, which I think may 
rotect any man from the imputation of cowar- 
dice. ;.I hope their lordſhips will conſider, that 
it is impoſlible an officer can expect to ſerve, 
or indeed wiſh to live under ſo ſcandalous an 


neſtly to move their lorſhips to conſider the un- 
| happy. fituation I am now in for want of an 
opportunity to remove that infamy, which ma- 
- lice and falſhood have thrown upon me, and 


admiral Rowley to hold a court · martial on my 
conduct on the 11th of February, by which A 
doubt not of ſuch an acquittance, as will juſtify 
my pretenſions to their lordſhips farther fa- 
vour. This, fir, i is the only place where a pro- 
Py Acad can 1 be os 4 as all my Evidences | 
ago 


th 5% +v os 3921 * 1 TO 21161 | 


gave me leave to 

quit the command of his Majeſty's ſhip the 
 Effex for the recovery of my Health, ſuch falſe 
aſperfions have been thrown on my character in 


laſt, as gives me the greateſt ſu Xrize and con- 
 cerni ; but being now pretty well recoyered, 1 


no command at preſent, he is of opinion that he 


Wo ax in his majeſty's ſervice, ſome things have 


aſperfion : I muſt therefore beg of you, fir," ear: | 


that they would therefore grant an order to 
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gn malice ane e ; 
as my ov a | 
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the commiſſoners of 


Fi 
. office; of lord high admiral of Great- 
ep ney e A 


2 
#5 
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Safes t 

Aated the NN 5 Sept err tember at Minorca,” that 
tis have been flirown on his cha- 

racter 


Reben ; e e eh d be Wo: 
for a court martial to enquire into 9 4 | 
but hat von Was of opinion, as he has no com- 1 
miu at preſent; you could not grant it withoaut 
mn order; and therefore. praying, as all his bi: 
dences re in the Meditetranean, that we wi 
grant an order to you to hold a court- 
to enquirs into his conduct on the aforeſaid day; | 
we herewith tranſmit to you an atteſted _ "EF 
captain Norris's fit letter, and do hereby te- 
quite and direft yon to aſſemble a court martial 
to into his conduct and behaviour in the 5 
t between the Engliſh fleet under the 
command of admiral Matthews, and the united A 
fleet of French and Spaniards in the Mediterra- 
neun, on the dforefaid 11th day of February 
laſt, for which this ſhall be your warrant.. Gi⸗ | 
ven under e this 28th of November, | | 
P1972 + OE RT 7-9 . Winchelſea. WAS 
Þ 3640 . IIS John Cockburne. 
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To Wilm Rowley, eſqz v vice admiral of the 
blue, and commander in chief of his majeſty's 7 
* and veſſels in the Mediterranean. _ 
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5 65 5 35 
c 1 a Ietter from vice-admiral. Rew-. 
1; to, captain; Norris, rack the © "be of 


January, A 8 63 163; SEW 

; . are lune, 
A > January 5 'L Tae” | 

8 1 7 9. ISS jt LEES f 9 * : 


3 e an 1 the: right 
| A te the lords commiſſioners of the 


| admiralty , bearing date the 28th. of November 


laſt, incloſing a copy. of your letter to their lord- 
of the 18th of september, complaining: of 


fal aſperſions laid on your character in regard to 


our behaviour in the late engagement with the 

rench and Spaniards on the 1ith of Febru- 
ary laſt. IJ am to acquaint you, that in their 
Lordſhips they have directed me to enquire into 
your conduct at a court martial of your, beha- 


viour in the ſaid engagement; and therefore de- 


ſire you will tranſmit to me the names of ſuch 
perſons as you apprehend have aſpers'd your 
character, that I may give them proper notice 
to appear on the day 1 ſhall appoint the court 
martial. loam, 
| . your very humble ſervant, 
VW. RowLey. 


C o 1 We Nerri ts letter to captain Hughes, 
inclofeng a copy of wvice-admiral Rowley's letter 
to him, forwarded to captain Hughes by cap- 
tain Norris, and read to the officers and ſhip's 
company of his majeſty's ſoip Aer, the 8th of 
January, 1744. 

Dear Sir, Allayore, Fanuary 7, 1744. 
Ncloſed is a letter that I received this mor 
ning from admiral Rowley; I muſt deſire 


that you would read it to the officers and ſhip's 
com- 


+1 


I 


As 


8 


E hem. ave. any 1 to A me 2 my 
FN * the e on the 1 ws ve 
] C 

" Plea e to 1 5 our clerk to take the names 
if thoſe perſons, HS, ſhall aſperſe my charac- 
ter, chat I may tranſmit your letter . admital 
Rowley y, who you ſee, by the incloſed letter, 
is directed by the lords. commiſſioners of the 
9 to "enquire into my character. I am, 


1 


10 ; 3K N OR RIS. 
Torbay, " Mybeo Hirlinr, 
January 6, 1744. 
185 "oY 


Yeſterday received an order from the ri ight 
' honourable the lords commiſſioners of the 
Wen, bearing date the 28th of November 
laſt, incloſing a copy of your letter to their 
lordſhips of the 18th of September, complain- 


ing of falſe aſperſions laid on your character of 


your behaviour in the late engagement with the 
French and Spaniards, on the 11th of Febru- 
ary laſt; I am to acquaint you, that in their 


- lordſhips ſaid order they have directed me to 


enquire into your conduct at a court martial of 
your — in the ſaid engagement, an 


therefore deſire that you will tranſmit to me the 


names of ſuch perſons, as you apprehend have 


aſperſed your character, that I may give them 


proper notice to appear on the day I ſhall ap- 
pom: the court- martial. I am, 
„ r, your very hum ble ſervanty/ 

| W. RowLey. 
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nal Rowley's of cb 6 Stk, 5 Which T 1 4 


cauſed- to be read to the officers and company of 


| his majeſty's ſhip Eſſex, under my command; 
and 55 Tewit, direfted my clerk to receive 
; the names of ſuch perſons''who'may give them 


in, pra to the 8 of TE, own 
__ . 
Sh an, &e. wy 
IL 8 5 8 R. Hege 
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C Coy if « a leiter aw ſeveral, 1555 ers on 1 the 
Aer ta vice-admiral Row ey, e ks 128 of 
el PRO, 1744. "yt Nies a e ee Fi . 


sik, Ele, Park imgbon, Jan. 6, 1704. 

E haying this day heard, a copy of a. let- 
ter from you to captain Norris, publiekly 
read to this ſhip's company in which y you fig- 
nify to him that yog have an order from the 
right honourable the lords commiſſianers of the 


9 to hold a court - martial, to enquite into 


behaviour and conduct in the 

againſt the French and Spaniards on the 3th af 

February, we think it incumbent on us whoſe 

names are hereunto ſubſcribed, to offer ourſelves 

as witneſſes, in order to do- juſtice between our 

king and country and captain, Norris, at any 

ms you pleaſe to appoint. | 
Hugh 


1285 5 85 
u, 4 

be Myers, maſter. 
wah Sat 3 INE, 


8 . 


72 K ale e dated the 18th ded 7a | 


* — Aa Kats + acknowledged y re NN 
of the 6th inſtant, but have not been able 
to obtain a liſt of my Te en but as I have 
been infarmed that eral of the officers and 
people belonging to the Eſſex have offered to 
be witneſſes relating. to my conduct on the 11th 
of February, I defire they may be examined 
thereupon 3 and as. Jieutenant Jekyll is the chief 
on that has afperſed my character, as you 
will "Fe by the incloſed, which is à copy of a 
letter he ſent to admiral Mathews in July laſt, 
I deſire that he may be ordered to appear at the 
court martial, to anſwer to thofe ſcandalous aſ- 
Rope he has perry: thrown * me. 


ws oy : ra e eee Sir, G. 


| „„ Rp On R. Nonn 1e. 
More, Jan. 18, 1944. 
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ex, in Nabe 1 7a an. the 3744. 
TT HgRz4as: you. have received orders from 
the right honoutable the lords mmi. 
ſioners of the admiralty to inquite into captain 
Norris's conduct, during the engagement on 
the 11th of Febtuary with the French and 
Spaniards, to clear his character, as ig Prot, 
from falſe aſperſions 
I think it my duty to inform ou of 1 my hav- 
ing lodg'd an accuſation againft him in admiral 
Mathews's/hands for his ill behaviour on that 
day; a copy of which I here take the liberty to 
incloſe you, and offer again to appear at the 
court- martial as his accuſer, if I can here be le. 
e df Þþ © EDS 
ne | Epwary Texyra, 
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c of a math * 0 coptein Novi tovice-admiral 
| Rowley, dated be 20th I January, 1 2 


— 


Honourable. S1 3 Te Wy 
8 F have reaſon to 15 that the on 


of captain Bentley (in regard to what pal- 
ſed between us when he came under my ſhip's. 
ſtern on the 11th of February laſt) will be of 
. conſequence to me, I am to defire the favour of 
you to dire& his attendanee on the court for that 
purpoſe.” T1900; > | 
P Sir, 


Your moſt obedient | 
A And humble Servant, 
Achore, Jan. 20, 1744. R. NORRIS. 
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Copy of a lter pb admit Rowley to . 
tenant Fell, . * 22 of Tanuary, I 744. 


w William 1 eſq; vice-admiral of. 


the blue ſquadron of his majeſty's fleet, 
and commander of his majeſty's ſhips and 
veſſels em 20 in the e | 


H E REAS I have mie orders from 
the right honourable the lords commil- 
aner of the admiralty, bearing date the 28th” 
of November laſt, incloſing an atteſted copy of 
a letter, dated the 18th of September laft, 1 — 
captain Richard Norris, late commander of his 
majeſty's ſhip the Eſſex, complaining of falſe 
aſper ſions being thrown on his character, in re- 
to his conduct on the 11th of February 
ſt; their lordſhips are pleaſed to direct me to 
aſſemble a court-martial, to enquire into his con- 
duct and behaviour in the engagement between 
the Engliſh fleet under the command of admiral 
Mathews, and the united fleets of France and 
Spain, on the 11th of February laſt aforeſaid. 
And whereas I have received a letter from cap-, 
tain Norris, dated the 18th inſtant, deſiring 
that you may attend on the court-martial, which 
is to be held for that purpoſe: You are hereby 
required and directed to be ready to attend the 
 court-martial on the day I ſhall think proper to 
appoint, to anſwer ſuch queſtions as captain 
Norris and the oy. 155 think proper to aſk 
you. 
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of er from Tietttenant Hale, leuten 
alkett, lieutenant Moore, and lieutenant Hh 
ing to the Marlborough, to vice-admiral 
. Rowley, dated January 31, 17444. 
Ji 0.9 a $0-. in Mahou. Jarbour, 
„  Jannary gi, 1744 550! 
Auer nd that the court martial now] 
ſitting are liable to he miſled with regard 
to the ſtation of the Eſſex” duting the late en- 
agement, and that the Juſt and honourable de- 
s of the heutenants of the Eſſex are in dan- 
ger of being baffled = We therefote beg the court 
will be. pleaſed to examine us on that head, as 
we being the greateſt ſuffeters by their. not doin 
their duty, and in granting us that liberty, 
855 n, Tour moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
ER £106! J. Ballett, „ Hyde. þ 
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To the honourable William Rowley, Ela; 
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1 * dated February 2, 1744. 
Sn, Ufer, Frürnaty 2 1966. 


WER refule of the court-mirtial for enquir- | 
1 ing into hs en conduct in the 
Fog e concerns our b 
_racters, — us to take this 
ſollicit che court with one requeſt. e 
the ſame ady which captain-Norris's- wit- | 
neſſes have, his — not being permitted to 
ſummons ſuch other witneſſes as would prove 
the truth of our depoſitions; therefore we humbly 


T 


dint and our characters remain without blem 
iſh. This we hope you will not think a pre- 
ſumption, our characters being ſo much at ſtake. 


8 oY moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
Hamilton Gore, 


1 « „ 


70 Willam Rowley, E Eiqz Se '. Ag 


of 4 lettter from captain Norris to vice 
admiral Rowley, dated February 4 + 1744 
; Sin, | 
_ Litho? ſo many evidences have been exz- 
\ mined in regard to my conduct and beha- 
viour on the 11th of February laſt, I think it i 


_- neceſſary for me to offer ſomething in my own 
defence. 


In the beginn g ot cht d day's ation Fbrought 
1 "RG to the 155 


Wb IS R >. . 


much, 


the truth may appear before the 


8 mw Sir, with the moſt profound reſpect, 


Hugh Pallifſer, I. - 


my Judgment, as 


£ 
oy 
* 

fx 


er A — 
ea dt SIS 


4 
* * 
— 2 
er 
* * A 
ww * 1 
A + 
£ ö 
* 
uy 4 
* 
N 78 
: 1.4 21 
q C 
= 
> « = ar 
5 > 4 2 
* *. 4 : » « — 
2 1 4 
— \ 
= N 1 1 
* ar 3 ry 
, 1 
8 , . r ia >. 
2 * 2 "yy ITT OO 2 N 1 q 0 * 
— 
—— — — - th = 
. F N y 2 
Pl E e 5 . 1 iy 8 
S l - = 
= LH and 52 * 
ry "is | on - l bn 
_ - —— 027 
N « SLY 1 — = 


r 3 r 
q Wa 1 rr 1 LT 1 z 


* 1 5 
2 A I 
EVI MASP 1-1 -- 
RD. REA . = Romy 

= 


7 Ti RA FE Or 1 1 — AI NED 
Fi Cn = * ÞY TI ES os N 


. 
by * 
4 8 £ 

2 : 

& , 

1 ; 

+ 5 
7 . 
"+ : 

1 2 
1 =» 
i 8 

4 - 
' 
5 
* 
: 


* 
N el _ _—_ 3 Wit, 5 
rere 1 rer K * pt. ws. 928 
2 nee i oy nee reg — SOT p 8 


mon, 
en e n d oo 


1 cant recollect every 


to aſſiſt the Marboro 
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Jieutenants together on the ſame ſubject, and ts 
wereall of opinion, that I ſhould net bear down. 
ſtep that was taken that 
day in regard to the fails, but my beſt endea- 


yours were uſed to keep the ſhip in a line; ndr 


cbuld ſhe be fo far to windward as- my accuſers 
alledge, becauſe immediately after her wearing 


ſhe was really to leeward of the enemy. 


was very much my. inclination to bear down 
z but after captain Bent- 
tey came under my ſtern, and defired my Tignal 
might be made, if the admiral would have me to 
do it, I thought I had great reaſon to believe, 
that the admiral would not have me bear down, 
becauſe no ſuch ſignal was made: nd the Fer. | 
"onal civilities I received from him after the aCti- | 
on, do not look as if lie difapprved'of my con- 
. fo 

1 hope (from che Uiſtance of time between the 
action and their accuſation) it will a to the 
court, that this proſecution is the effect of ma- 
ee, and carried on to Revlige ee. 


vate N 


. e 
under upon that account. 
hr 6 2 21 $ 
have long hern piqued. agaic 

e | 


ublick manner for t 


have ſince been 
inge Roh nds. Had the e 
me been true, e 
2 70 BY. rag 1 5 no unp 12 


r the. 1 
7 7 5 s n NL 75 tryal. 
e that What oY haye ale 
b 7 7 behaviour, ſhould not, 
true, be o by any body but themſelves. 
There, are 50 Kates now on board, who were all 
in fight, that. are ready to declare they obſerved 
2 quite different behaviour in me; but I hope the 
155 is conyinced of that from the evidence they 
ready examined and if it appear that they 
mn miſrepreſented me on that head, I hope you 


will conſider, that he ſame ſpi of malice may 
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I Torbay, Febr. 4, 1744. 


| the Eſſex never. was within 


2 N 

a long. Interval of hes may put Let e 

kis Dees to confute them by poſitive 1 8 1 
I am very ſenſible of, and thankful for, th 

Fair and impartial proceedings of the court, + an 

have nothing farther to offer, Toy abt 

whale to your deliberations. 


* 8 2 * 2 
Rc s 


5 R. e 
Cory of the depoſition: of POR Hugh Pali, 
e be, firſt Beutenant of the Eſſex. 


; [eh Falliſſerz firſt lieutenant of his Majef: 
* ty's ſhip the Eſſex, depoſeth, That on Sa- 


kale 1 5 17 8 February laſt, from the time 


miral made the ſignal to engage; till ſunſet, 
gun-ſhot of the ene: 
my; for ſhe hauled out of the line of battle when 
the Namur began the e ement, and then | 
#9: windward (at Ac leaſt Sn. bh of the line. * 
The Yeponent further faith, That they began 
to fire When the admiral did; 9 9 5 judging 
that they were too far off, came up on the quar- | 
ter-deck t inform the captain thereof, who would 
not allow the'depopent time to ſpeak to him, but 
ordered him forward ; ſaying, For God's ſake, 
-< Palliſſer, go forward and help them to trim 
the bead. als * (we being then luffing, and 
the forerop-ſails i in the wind,) When the deponent 
returned again on the quarter-deck, he was or- 


dered down by the captain, who ſaid to him, as 
he was offering to ſpeak, : Go down to your 
quarters, Sir, which the deponent according- 
ly did, and found that by 
much, none of the ſtarboard guns could be brought 
to bear on the enemy, upon which a mate came 


their having luffed ſb 


om 


* 


CE STR | 


and fired at her, which the deponent obſerving 
ſtopped them till the, ſmoak cleared away, and 


then diſcovered her blue enſign. In a ſhort time 


after this, the deponent was ſent for by the cap- 
tain, 'to aſk his advice, whether it was not better. 


to ſtay where they were, than to bear down where. 


there were five freſh ſhips of the enemy coming 
up ?. The deponent, after deſiring a little time to 


look round him, anſwered, that if they did not 

go down to the aſſiſtance 'of the e e 
which then had loſt her maſts, ſhe would cer- 
tamly be deſtroy'd, or taken by them five ſhips. 


The: deponent, then logking about lain, "hy the 


Anne Gally fire-ſhip going down towards the 
Real, and then repreſented to the captain, the 
improbability of her ever doing any execution, if 
ſome ſhips did not ga down to cover her from 


the aforeſaid fireſhips, particularly the headmoſt, 


whoſe ſhot at that time flew very thick about 
her. This the deponent often repeated, to which 
the captain as often replied, ** Ve muſt not go 
th down, if we do, we ſhall be ſunk and tore to 

e pieces. The depanent repreſented to captain 
Nos, that if they would only bear down on the 


Real as the Dorſetſhire, they ſhould do execution 


upon her, as ſhe was then going off in a diſabled 
condition; but to this the captain made NO. an- 
ſwer, but ſeemed difpleaſed with it: 

Some time after, Mr. Bentley, one 1 the ad- 


"_ 8 lieutenants, came under the ſtern, and 


told 
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that ſorne of the men miſtook her for an enemy, 
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e depanent further faith, that after finking 
the fire-ſhip they bore away little, and i that then 
he went to the captain to alk. him, whether he 
a dare gad ty a ſingle ſhot? to which 
the Gagan, anſwered Pill Upon the de- 

ponent's 1 one gun, the were 10 
tha hex 15 Kee? ; 25 ich he 0 N 

ig! from the ca tain, at bis to fire na 
Fray or the ſhot fell ſhort. After this ſome 
time, the deponent with the captain's. leave try'd 
two ſeyeral ſhot, "both which, he himſelf foe 
fall ſhort. 

At this diftance the depo onent faith, they kept 
from the enemy *till- ſan tet, when the admiral 
wore, and they followed him and fired upon the 
enemy as oy. paſſed by them; which was the 
only time they were near enough to do 


exeeution. 
The deponent further ſaith, that for the whole 


day, the captain never. Ae to chear or 
encourage the petty-officers and ſeamen. to 
do their duty s but on the, contrary: appeared 
with a. : down-caſt- dejected countenance, often 
crying 


; — lieutenant of the Eſſer. Fri * „ 
third lieutenant of his ma- 
H hip the Eder, depsfech, That 
the rich of Fe 
gun. * 
ig's for — —, 
_ bf tlie thip's company.) and found the ſböt always 
fall ſhore: ' He 12 addeth, that there was 2 
eral murmur among the men, becauſe'they 
not go down'ro the aſſiſtance of the Martbo- 
h; and morebver faith, thut they were to 
Wind ward! much, bf all the ſhips i in the admiraf's 
divifien. And Further this deponent faith not. 
2 3 2 os ae Gore. 
of tion" bf Tinitenant _ 
th Tieuttnant-of the "Eſſex. _ 
eyton, fou ' Beutetiant of his ma- 
Jas ſhip the Eſtex, depôſeth, That in the 
pteparations for the engagement which happen'd 
| TOY 0 he 


Wo G eens. 2 re precauti 

chat became a good officer; but when the fleets 

_ were cloſing for action he was quite difpirited, 

never ſpeaking but with a ; melancholy and de- 
jected tone, and ſewing in all his actions the 
greateſt ſigns of fear z of which the deponent is 
the more convinced, 'as he kept fo far to wind- 
- ward of his ftation in the line of battle, not be- 
ing for the whole Gay. within gun mot of the 

. enemy. 

Sd "The * alſo faith, that when the Ne- 
mur and Marlborough bore down u pon the Real, 
they in the Eſſex edged down a. httle, till they 
-came about the diſtance of a random ſhot from 
*. ſhip a-ſtern of the Spaniſh admiral, and then 

. to fire. After they had fired for ſome 

: time, the deponent ſaw the "Marlborough's maſts 

| go away, upon which he went on the quarter- 
deck to deſire captain Norris to bear down to 

ber aſſiſtance; to which he anſwered, If I. go 

; down, theſe five ſail will tear me to own (mean- 

ing the five fail in the rear of the 8 ow doac 

_ dron) and we had better ſtay for the gn $a 

_ ing up a-ftern. The e then ſaid, The 

14.10 De h was iche greateſt danger of thoſe 

five ſail; — that if the Eſſex bore down to her 
ſhe could be of great ſervice to her. The cap - 
tain then ſent for mr. Pallifler to aſk his ad vice; 
but while he was looking about to ſee the diſpo- 
ſition of the enemy, mr. ater, one of the ad- 
miral's lieutenants came under the tern, and de- 
fired captain Norris to bear down to the afliftance 
of the Marlborough; to which he anſwer' d, if 


it is the admiral's orders I will bear down * 5 
5 E 
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. (ag) 5 
the middle of them, tho* they will tear me 
F jeces, aud therefore I think it will be better 
ay. for the ſhips coming up a-ſtern, and then 
to go down together. The deponent does not 
remember what mr. Bentley ad to this, only 
chat he ſhrugg'd his ſhoulders and went away. 
The deponent faith; that he has but a con- 
fuled idea of what happened till they wore after 
the admiral, and as they haul'd the wind on the 
Rarboard-tack, captain Norris came into the wea- 
ter-gangway , and ſtooping under the ſhelter of 
the hammocks, called out to the deponent, for 
God's ſake to mind fails, expreſſing in all his be- 
| haviour the utmoſt terror; but this being the 
firſt time the men were within point blank of the 
my; their order was ſuch, the deponent could 
m get them from the guns, but was oblig'd to 
take the marines from off the forecaſtle, to haul 
the fore bow - line, becauſe the captain was moſt 
uneaſy about the fore-ſail, as it ſhook in the 
wind. The deponent further faith, that he often 
caſt his eyes upon the captain, and to the beſt 
of his remembrance, he never ſtood ere, or 
left the place where he was till the firing ceaſed, 
nor ever encouraged the people, or ſhewed any 
marks of the commander; but on the contrar : 
put on a ſhort ſhooting-jacket, and one of the 
purſer's leather * And further this deponent 


faith not. 


Josx PH Peyron. 


" Senn: before me, on boird his majeſty's ſhip 
the Eſſex; the 18th of Jan. 1744. 


Mt —— Dep. J. A. 
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Effex, depoſeth, That on the morning of the 
11th of February laſt, after the admiral had 


upon the deponent ſinging 


never was in the line. 
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Lege Myers, malice of ki e 


made the ſignal to engage, captain Norris ſhew'd 
all the ſigns of the utmoſt fear and dejection; and 
the famous Ninety- 
two, the captain ſaid, it will be all over with us 
preſently, we ſhall have no reaſon to fing ; and 


then walked about ſighing, and ſhewing in his 
face the greateſt confuſion ; and notwithſtand- 
ing an officer came from the admiral between 


eight and nine o'clock in the morning, with di- 
rections to him to keep the line as cloſe as poſſi- 
ble, yet after the action began, till ſun-ſet, he 
The deponent ſayeth, that after the admiral 
an the engagement, captain Norris ſaid to 


him, There will be the Dorſetſhire and us 


for that ſhip a-ftern of the Real;* to which the 
deponent ſaid, the devil's in it if we be not 


enough for her ourſelves. Then the captain 
babe 


down a little and began to fire, but pre- 
ſently after ſprung his luff, which the deponent 
ſceing, and that the ſhot fell ſhort, told the cap 
tain that it was heaving powder and ſhot over 
board to fire any longer, and could anſwer no 
purpoſe; and upon his telling him ſo a ſecond 
time he ordered all firing to ceaſe, and then lay 


a conſiderable diſtance to wind ward of his ſtation; 


the Dorſetſhire and Rupert, the ſhips a-head 


and a- ſtern, being a great way to leeward of 
{ e ee them. 


450 
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hey had laid thus ſome time, the - 
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| ordered a gun to be laid down, to ſee 
I it could reach the enemy, and feeing it 
did not, try d a ſecond, but to no purpoſe, they 
both falling ſhort. , Then ſeeing the Ann galley 
fire-ſhip Ling down upon the Real, the cap- 
tain ſent for Mr. Palliſſer to adviſe with him, 
what was beſt to be done; who, after he had 
logked about him, anſwered, that if they did 
not go down to cover the fire· ſnip. ſhe muſt be 

ſink by the headmoſt of thoſe fire-ſhips com- 
ing up3 upon which the captain turned away 
from Mr. Palliſſer, nor does the deponent re- 
member that he gave him any anſwer, _ 

The deponent farther ſays, that in the cola 
of the evening when the admiral wore down 
among the enemy, the captain ordered him to 
tack, which the deponent, ſaid * Tack fir ! the 
* ſhip will not ſtay, we muſt wear after the ad- 
* miral.* Then he ordered the helm a-weather; 
I ran forward and bid them hoiſt the jib. As 
ſoon as the ſhip was wore, and the yards 
braced, the deponent turned himſelf to the 
men at the guns, who continued firing, till they 
paſſed the enemy, which when they had done, 
he went a-croſs to the captain in the ſtarboard 
gangway, and told him all the enemy's ſhot fell 
a-ſtern of them. He then came gut of the 
gangway, and the deponent ſaid to him What 

would it have been if we had tacked? The 
captain ſaid, * 1 am very * now, that we 
4 wore. 99 

The deponent further faith, that during the 
time they were running paſt the enemy, he never 
ſaw the captain on the quarter-deck, but al- 
D 2 ways 
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ways in the ſtarboard gangway N a 
the hammocks. And that further this depenen 
i | 
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3 7 Myzns, 
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8 worn . me on board his 
N January £8, 196461 £0 
J. B. nn Dep. . 4 


Copy of the depo lion of 2 Mam Sutherland, 
ö lieutenant f marine. 
liam Sutherland, lieutenant of marines on 
board his majeſty's ſhip the Eſſex, depoſeth, 
That in the engagement on the 11th of February 
laſt, he obſerved, that all the ſhot which they 
fred, till the time they wore after the admiral 
in the evening, fell ſhort of the enemy, the 
Eſſex being a conſiderable diſtance to wind ward 
of the Dorſetſhire and Rupert, the ſhips next 


a-head and a-ftern of her; that when the Marl- 


borough loſt her maſts, the men on the forecaſtle 


| (where the, deponent commanded) were quite 


mutinous, becauſe they could not go down to 


her aſſiſtance. 
The deponent futther ſaith, that, whenever 


he obſerved captain Norris, he appeared in the 
utmoſt confuſion and quite diſpirited. And 


further this deponent faith not. 
WILLIAM SUTHERLAND. 


Sworn before me on board his majeſty” s ſhip 
Eſſex, in Mahon harbour the 18th of "4 


| nuary, 1744. 
| Is B. Morn. 88 J. A. 
Copy 


49) 


wy 2 le dent of Name Stewart, nue 


i / * 
5 * 
/ Aa 
. 
. 


mate of the Efex. | 


Ames Stewart, maſter's mate belonging to his | 
's ſhip the Eſſex, depoſeth, That on 
the 13th of February laſt, when the admiral 
began the engagement, the Dorſetſhire and the 
Eſſex bore down upon the ſhip a- ſtern of the 
Real, and began to fire, the Eſſex being a con- 
fiderable diſtance. to windward of the Dorſet- 
ſhire and Rupert, the ſhips a-head and a- ſtern of 
her; that when they had fired ſome time, the 
captain ſeeing all the ſhot fall ſhort, ſent the de- 
ponent down to the firſt lieutenant with directi- 
ons to him at his peril to leave off. firing, and 
not to begin again without directions from 
him, but to point two or three guns at different 
times to ſee whether they would reach, and which 
the deponent obſerved to fall ſhort. 
The deponent further faith, that the captain 
looked quite diſpirited, and that he uſed no 
manner of means to encourage or hearten the 


| a ; and further this deponent faith not 


James STEWART. 


Sworn before me on board his majeſty 8 ſhip 
Eller, the 18th of January 1744. 


J. B. Morn. Dep. J A. 


*. . | Copy 
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hauled her wind; that when . de Moos 


(30). 
o of the * of William Wil, ad- 
man. 


yIllam Wilſon, midſhi pman, _belonging 
to his majeſty's ſhip — Eſſer, l 
125 


———— gh began 
ment on the ' 11th of February 


bat: her mats, the Efcv wis fo far to. whit: 
ward,” that none of the s ſhot could 
cotae hear ber, and that the eontinued fo till in 
3 wore after * And 


4 12 2555 1 W „Wise. 


s bd we PE) bis majeſty's hip 
[RY the 19th of January, 1744. 


1B. Mor. Dep. J. 4. 


Copy of the defi of Mlevander Chrifie SO 

farpman.. 

 Lexander Chriſte, midſhipman, belongivg 
to his majeſty*s ſhip the Eſſex, depoſeth, 


at when the Namur and Marlborough began 
the engagement the 1th of February laſt, the Bor- 


ſetſhire and Eſſex bore down after them, and fir'd 


upon the ſhip a-ſtern of the Spaniſh admiral: that 


ſome of the enemy's ſhot at firſt went over the 


Eſſex, and one hit her; but that preſently after 
ſhe hauled ſo far out of the line, that the ſhot 
which flew over the Rupert (which was on her 


lee-quarter) fell far ſhort of her; and that ſhe 
Don- 


635 5 
oe Þ tl evening, And further this . 
8 


Axxx. Cn RIST 8. 


Sworn before me on board his maijeſty's 
the Eſſex, ds 19, bh js tp 


ES I Morn, Dep. J. _ 
Copy ft the abu, of Anthony Stanley, migbig. 


man. 


Nthony Stanley, mid ſhipman, , belo ing 
to his majeſty's ſhip the Eſſex, depoleth, 
hi: in the engagement which happen'd on the 
I _ of February laſt, the Efſex began to fire 

n the ſhip a-ſtern of the Real for a ſhort time, 
and then — her wind, and lay above gun- 
ſhot from the enemy for a conſiderable time, 
firing a gun now and then to ſee if it would 
reach the enemy; nor did ſhe afterwards engage 
till in the evening ſhe wore after the admiral. 
And further this deponent faith not. 


ANTHONY STANLEY. 


| Sworn before me on board his majeſty's ſhip 
the Eſſex, Jan. 19, 1744. 


J. B. Morn. Dep. J. A. 
Copy of the depof tion of Fohn Reyner, nidbip- 


man. 


TOhn Reyner, midſhipman, belonging to his 

majeſty*s ſhip the Eſſex, depoſeth, That when 

the admiral began the engagement on the 1 's 
- —o 


ie on — tip to leeward of the Real, And Rea 
upon her for better than a quarter of an hour; 


4 then hauled her wind, and lay about three boats | 
I more than gun- ſnot from the Nen And fur- 
. ther clus 1 1. not. 

4 5 Joux Ravurs. 
4 | Sworn fees: me on board his majeſty? 8 ſhip 
joy the Eſſex, Jan. 19, 1745. 

C 1 V2 J. B. Foc. Dep. / A. 
5 | 3 Copy of the depoſition of Hh Cubabadie, mid 
| Enry Coſtabadie, midſhipman, 1 to 
is his majeſty's ſhip the Eſſex, depoſeth, That 
TW in the engagement of the 11th, of February laſt 
11 the Eſſex began to fire on the ſhip to lee ward 
Bl of the Spaniſh admiral, and continued it for 
wt ſome mall time, but ſoon hauled her wind out 
4 of the line; that when he (the deponent) ſaw 
1 three or four guus (fired by the captain's or- 
1 ders) fall ſhort of the enemy, his curioſity led 


— 
2 


him upon deck, where he heard the captain aſk 
mr. Pallifſer's advice; who, after looking about 
him a little, advis'd the captain to bear down : 
to which he anſwer'd, Them five ſhips will rake 
us to pieces. Then mr. Myers the maſter ſaid, 
Blood, fir, or Blood and wounds, fir, what 8 
you think the ſhips a- ſtern will be doing? if we 
bear down, they will follow us. To which the 
captain returned no Anſwer, but walk' d aft into 
the gallery. This — further ſaith, That 
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| OR mana. And further * not. 
1 as ner Hemy Cola. 
Cy" » i 
1 e s ſhip - 
ts E the igth day of Jan. 1244. 


1d hben Dep. . A. 


Copy „ the aeg of Thomas mon. 
a ee W 5 


enemy. 
This en "ING faith, That ho the 


Marlboro's maſts were catried away the men 
were quite mad to go down to her affiſtance, and 
| cried out, Ts it not a ſhame to lie in that condi- 
tion, when one of their on ſhips were in ſuch 


_ diſtreſs? And Oe We "> not. 
Thomas Townley. 


Sworn before me, on board his majeſty” 8 ; ſhip 
the Eſſex, rgth of Jan, 1744. 1 


1: *. Morn. Dep J. A 
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aui, of Jonathan Þ n 
- | ſhipman.. 2 1 
n Brown, ee hs to 
his majeſty's ſhip Eſſex, depoſeth, That ſoon 
aſter the faid ſhip began to fire on the enemy, 
the 1ith of Feb. laft, the yards were braced 


, » 2 


+87 


- and+ ſhe hauled her wind, and then lay for a 


conſiderable gun-ſhot from the enemy, and that 
the ſhot which flew over the Rupert (which 
ſhip Was on the ee fell very far ſhort 


of = Elex. - 
. This deponent further faith, That when the 


5 Marlboro s maſts. were carried. away the men 


were quite mad to go. down to her aſſiſtance,” and 
ery'd our, It was a ſhame to lie in that condi- 
tion when one of their own ſhips were in ſuch 


diſtreſß. And adde this deponent ſayeth not. 
J onathan Brown ; 


Sworn before me, on board the Eſſex, I gth 
6 e 1744- 
| | 5 B. Morn, a, Dips 1. „ 


4 7 


en 1. the arme, of T Jonas Howard, quar- 


termaſter. 


Homas Howard, 8 belonging 
to his majeſty's ſhip Eſſex, depoſeth, That 


almoſt immediately after the ſaid ſhip. began to 
fre, the 11th of Feb. laſt, the helm was put 


a- lee, and that ſhe kept going from the enemy 


till ſhe got out of gun-ſhot, and 8 N 
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64 los FEE oily five 4 gun now Ad the 5 
to ſee Whether ir would reach. 8 


| farther this geraten 222 not. 1 


, r ; 94 i; es S 3p 01. Þ% £5 © 4 n 2 2 n : . g . | d 
x £4 ö 1 x _ #5 + : 1 wa 3 4 F 1 +? Y £ «> * of I 
i 1 2 L * 
iy, 4 ©. 5 Þ> 


W M ind 8 har, 
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| iy if the drehe i Gorge Wind. 


45 J Eorge Ward, trimonier, belonging to. his. 
J majeſty's ſhip, the Eſſex, depoſeth, That 
ſoon after the ſaid ſhip engaged, on the -21th: 
of Feb. laſt, the helm was put a- lee, and that 


the ſhiq kept going from the enemy till ſhe was 


out of gun-ſhot, and continued fo till the ad- 
miral wore down in the e And Ran- 


eee * not. 
George Wand. 


- Sworn before me, on n board his majeſty's p 
Etſex, 0G. Jan. 1744 
15 + B. Morn. Dep. JA. 


Copy of the abe of a Charles 609000 
Teutenant-colonel Croſbie, of the honourable | 
colonel Graham's regiment of foot, volun- 
tarily maketh oath, That on the 11th of Fe- 
bruary laſt, the day of the fleet's engagement off 
Toulon, he was on board his majeſty's ſhip the 


Elkex, captain Richard Norris commander; that 
e the 
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conduct as any other could bez 


Ee epanent maketh oath, That he did not 
once obſerve in captain Norris. any ſigns of fear 
or cowardice, but on the contrary, that ke did, 
to the belt of this deponent's opinion, make a 


Juſt and good diſpoſition in his ſhip for a de- 


fence againſt che enemy That he gave all his 


orders in a diſtinct and punctual manner, with- 


out confuſſon'or ſign of fear: That he (the de- 


Ponent). did net once ſee captain Norris bob or 
ſhelter himſelf in the gang way, which he (the 


deponent) 1 thinks is abſolutely 3 for cap- 


tan Norris to have done, without his (the depo- 


7 nent's) notice, but on the contrary, to the :beft 


of his knowledge and belief, captain Norris did 
not once quit the quarter- deck: That he did not 
ſoe or hear Heutenant Jekyll, or any other officer, 
uſe any perſwaſion to captain Norris to bear 

dawn, which the deponent verily believes he' muſt 

have heard, had any ſuch been uſed. This de- 
poneat further 2 ding that juſt after the Marl- 
borough's being diſabled, ee Bentley came 
under the Eſſex ſtern, and propoſed to captain 
Norris to bear down, upon which he afked twice 
over if it was the admira['s.- orders. to bear 
down? and was both times anſwered no. Capt. 
Norris then deſired leut. Bentley to let a . 
be made on board the Namur as oon as he got 

on board her, if it ſhquld: be the admiral's. plea- 

ture for the Eſſex to bear down, (or words — 


th. <4 
ww. s 


: RE 2 1 oP, 
| thit putpoſe3) that n — 6 Norris ſent for kis ; 


their opinions concerning! digring down, and 


that the faid lieutenants were of opinion that capt; 
Norris. could not break the line, unleſs the ſignal 


was made from the admiral for him fo to do. 


This deponent further ſaith, that he 3 
2 copy of a letter ſaid to be ſent to admiral Ma- 8 


thews from lieut. Jekyll, and that the aſperſions 


Frag; on capt. Norris in the ſaid letter, are, MA 


this deponent's judgment, ſcandalous, | falſe, 
groundleſs, and malicious. And this deponent 


further faith, that he did not ſee or hear of any 
murmuring, or diſcontent, either among the of- 


ficers or company of the ſaid ſhip, upon any ac- 
count; but on the contrary all the heutenants 
were in a goed harmony with capt. Norris, as 


well the day before as after the engagement, and 


as long as he, this deponent, continued on 
board : And this deponent further adds, that a 
day after the engagement lieut. Palliſſer went on 


board the admiral's ſhip, and on his return was 


aſked by the depanent how the admiral did, as 
it was feared by ſome people that the admiral 


was dead; and heut Palliſſer reply'd, that he 
(the admiral) was very well, and fatisfy'd with 
our conduct, meaning che Eſſex s, or words o 


Charles Croſbie. | 


that purpoſe. 


Sworn beſore me; on board: his ty s ſhip 
Torbay, this 28th of Jan. 1744. | 
35 J. B. Morn. Dep. J. A. 
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*Ohn Brown, a firſt lieutenant” er de a Wur- 
able colonel Powlett's regiment of marine, 
"mak" 6ath, That he commanded 2 detach- 
ment of the fad! marines, on d his majeſ- 
ty's ſhip the Eſſex, on the 11th N February 
laſt, the day of engagement off of Toulon; and 
that capt. Richard Norris, commander of the 
ſaid--ſhip, did, to the beſt of this deponent's 
judgment, make a good and juſt diſpoſition. of 
his officers and men, in order for a defenoe a- 
gainſt the enemy; and did, during the Whole 
- time of the engagement, carefully and punctu- 
ally *deliver his orders to his officers ; nor did 
this deporient once obſerve the ſaid capt. Nor- 
ris to quit the deck, or bob, or ſhew any ſigns 
of fear or cowardice, but on the contrary, he 
behaved, to the beſt of this deponent's judgment, 
lke a ſoldier and a man of honour. And this 
deponent further faith, that altho* captain Norris 
and himſelf were not upon the footing he, the de- 
ponent, could have wiſhed, yet he thinks himſelf 
obliged to declare that the aſperſions thrown on 
capt. Norris, in a letter ſaid to be ſent by lieut, 
Jekyll to admiral Mathews, are, in his _, 

_ uryuſt, cruel, ad malicious. 
— 2 — ; Ich Brown. 


— 


Sworn before me, on 4 80 his majeſty's ſhip 


1 gy 28th of Jan. 1744 
J. B. Morn. Dep. J. A. 


Copy 


* — 
JT”, <P 


cn yl the 3 Moſer Brin OY 


os Perrin. boatſwain's mate of his ma if. 
ty's ſhip Eſſex, maketh oath, That on 28 
11th day of February laſt, the day of the en- 

ent off cape Seicie, being quarter'd cap- 
tain of the firft gun, and its oppoſite on. the 
quarter-deck'; that captain Norris, in the be- 
ginning of the action, encourag'd the whole ſhip's 
company to behave like Engliſhmen ; and gave 
the firſt lieutenant orders to keep the people to 
theirgguarters, and if any deſerted them, to cut 
them down: that the ſaid captain behaved the 
whole time of the engagement with great cou- 
rage and conduct, and without the Jeaft ſhew 
of fear or cowardice, nor was the leaft confusꝰd; 


but iſſued his orders in a brave, undaunted man- 


ner, and frequently ſpoke to us at our quarters 
to this intent; Mind, my good boys, and take 
good aim, and don't fire your ſhot in waſte ; 
that he heard captain Norris ſpeak to the wal. 
ter, to the intent to bear down and engage the Spa- 
niſh ſhip under the Real's lee- quarter; but the 
maſter (who was then ſtanding on the heel of 

the tap: maſt in the booms, and looking at our 
fleet a-ftern) objected to it, ſaying, it was better to 
ſtay till mr. Leftock was come up; for in bear- 
ing down now, he ſaid, we ſhall have the five 
fail all upon us. 

He further declares, That when admiral 
Mathews bore dawn in the evening he heard 
captain Norris order the helm a-weather, to 
hoiſt the Jib, and ware-ſhip; and ſays, he never 

| heard 
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that were uarter'd to the Am 
deck about him, to the beſt 
that he was 32 years old, but that he did not 


diejected, and ſtood in a ſearful poſtu 


parpore 


when admiral Mathews. bore dome we dig the 
| Fame after him, and kept a continual fire ar the 
enemy till dark, being then about muſquet-ſhot 
from the enemy z that at the ſame the maſter 


calbd him away from his quarters, telling him, 


that he muſt fire no more, Tile he could not hit 
the enemy: the ca 


then ſaid, My lads, if 
you. can hit them, do. This deponent further 


tays, that he did not ſee lieutenant. ekyll_ upon 


the. quarter-deck the whole time of the 

but that he obſerv'd him to ſay to theÞeople 
son the upper 
my remembrance, 


know he ſhould live to ſee the engagement out; 
at the ſame time he ſaid, mr. Jekyll look d much 
re, with his 
ſword pointed to the deck; that the faid licu- 

tenant Jeky]l's letter to admiral Mathews againſt 
captain Norris is entirely falſe and eh 4a 
and done only with a deſign of endeavour tg 


e him. And. further faith not. 120 
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eh. laſt, the day of th toff Toulon, 1 

he Was q r 44 cunn on board the ſame —_ 
hip, and when. the. ſignal was made to engage, 1 

capt, hp commander of the ſaid ſhip, .encou- = = 
rag d them all to behaye as E en, and the : 


"whole time of the engagement behaved with 
beyery, and compoſure, and iflued his orders. in 
a punctual manner without confuſion, or ſhewing 
any ſigns of fear or cowardice 32 that. I heard the 
aid captain Norris/propoſe to the maſter to bu 
down. to attack the 15 a-ſtern of the 2 
. WH admiral, which the — 3 jected. to, en 


that we ſhould have. the fire o the five 
ſmips coming up. 
That when admiral Mathews bare down in 
the evening, I heard our captain order the helm 
to be put a- weather, and the jib. to be hoiſted, ' 
and that we immediately wore ſhip 3 and that 
captain Norris did not ſhew the leaſt intention or 
- inclination to tack, which Mr. Jekyll falſely ac- 
cuſes him with ; and that immediately we wore, 
and kept a continual fire within about a muſket 
ſhot of the enemy a- ſtern of the Namur, and 
| to the leeward withal ; neither did captain Norris 
make any fail to get off, but — = 
night —4— end to the en ent. | | 
This deponent further ſaith, That the 
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ſhelter himſelf m £ ga % . which, BIEN was Y 
worle barricaded than an other upon deck, and 
the worlt place in the ſhip" above the upper 


deck that a man could "fly to for ſhelter; 


there were bu 0 tires of hammocks, 
very i MRy feowed, and wn ; 
N enn en them to et up tik mam 
-ſhrouds. "Thar | he neither Gb? ieatenant Jekyll 
72 ou other perfor 0 to, ot perſwade es 
is to bear WS nor il he ohſerve y 
ry, or diſcontent amopg the p 2 
And it is the opinion of "the faid de eponent, 
1 7 if Heutenant Jekyll Had acted like an officer, 
we might have'gotten'the veſſels out which Were 
"Brine at Cuſſe; and that when lieutenant Jekyll | 
was ſent to ſet bee to the faid veſſels, he ſent me 
"the faid deponent, to ſet them on fire for he 
neyer offered to go on board the veſſels to fee 
them ſet on fire, but kept in the boat under the 
quarter of the fad veſſel, calling to us to make 
haſte to come away 
And this deponent further ſaith, that the af. 
tſions thrown on captain Norris, by a letter 
i to be ſent by lieutenant Jekyll to admiral 
ers, are very Tran falſe, and malicious. 
And further fich nat. 
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1 i. Mabor-barboar, Ft. 20, 1744: 


| he es | 
1 you wilt receive the proceegingg/of 

the court-martial held in PRES ER + 
der from the right Newark. the lords com- 
miſſioners of the admiralty, dated the 28th of 
November laſt, to vice: admiral Rowley, to en- 
quire into the condu& and behaviour of captain 
Richard Norris, on the 11th of F cebrax. 
1744. oy am, 155 
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Som̃e months after, being ſtirred u 
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4 4 letter * — Tel, to * Car. 
Coy betty, ee of February, 74. gi 5 


N 


_— Fab. 6, 7 
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9 ee de 1743. being the 
med, ging ne x, a 


5 8. ee Fr o flagrant, that LI 


on. to ſuppe 


| called | him to an account ; boy waiting a 


able time and finding no ſuch thing was done, 1 
thought it my indiſpenſable duty to be bs accuſer, 


_ as was fearful of the detriment that might accrue 
to my king and country, by employing ſuch a 


perſon. Immediately upon the accuſation he 
quitted, upon pretence of his ill ſtate of health, 
being ſeized, with the gout in five or fix hours 
after e ben he was a ſtranger to before; nor 
neygr-.has been acquainted with, ſince. This 1 
th . a plain indication of his, 94. 1 
y his nde, 
he complained to the right . lords 
of the ty of falſe aſperſions, and. deſired 
his conduct might be enquired, into ; in purſuance 
of which I was informed by admiral Rowley he 
had received' an order from their lordſhips for 
the ſame, and order'd me to attend (at a court- 
martial held for 5 purpoſe) ) as an evidence, to 
anſwer 


which was "abſolutely denied jr he ie. 
had not been for Taue le in the ſhip, and 
the lieutenants of the e 000 who TY 
prompted by the zeal they had 

try s honour, to W offer U 
there would not have been any perſon. appestec 
againfs him. He on the contrary was allowed 
as- many. evidences as he could procure, which 
he obtined har nm illegal and indire& m. 
publick Rane | 


but ſafd he would prefer the latter to ſerve his 
As their lordſhips no doubt will. haye the 
whole proceedings tranſmitted to them by ad- 
_ mira] Rowley, I confide in their impattiality z I 
and don't doubt they will confider how a ſet of 
poor creatures may be influenced when the heads 
of them, who ought to be men of honour, have 
ſworn to falſities, particularly his father-in-law 
colonel Croſbie, and the gunner z the former, 
their Jordſhips will find, having ſworn there was 
a a conſultation of the officers upon the quarter- — 1 
deck, which there is not one of his own evi- 
dences but what denies, and is ſo falſe, that for 


a proof to the contrary, the third lieutenant 
never 
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of ihe. court-martial are franſt 
om admiral Rowley) they ſhould think 
any doubt W 
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there remains 
E aſſerted, we humbly beg their 
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with it, and arder us to take ſuch 
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ol they fall judge necelfury. to prove that c 


Norris d hot do his duty that daß. I 
could ur. have been N at the = 


 court-enq neg. we been 


captain NT, no witneſſes were examined but 
ſuch 28 he ſummoned, except us, and a few: 

men more, who thought! it their duty to offer | 

_ themſelves Jointly with us, to do Juſtice to our 

country. The reaſon of no more offering 

ſelves may be eaſily accounted for, few 


: 


them- 


e 
chuſing to hazard their intereſt by accuſing a 
man of ſuch intereſt as captain Norris; but as 


honour mn mee wm been the baſis of 


our "hi 
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